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rendered in 1434, at Wistowe1 in 1466, on some Dorsetshire
manors2 at the end of the fifteenth century, and at Souldrop
in Bedfordshire3 in 1530. At the time of the dissolution
of the monasteries the tenants of Faversham, a monastic
estate in Kent4, worked in the fields. In the reign of Queen
Elizabeth twelve copyholders at Pirbright, in Surrey5,
were bound to work for their lord in mowing and reaping.
As late as 1563 every tenant at Netherhampton was required
" to plough three half acres for the lord's winter seed and to
harrow them, and also to wash and shear the lord's sheep. . .
and further each of them shall mow one acre of meadow. . .
reap one acre of wheat and . . . one acre of barley "6.
The spread of commutation involved the disintegration
of the manorial system. When the payment of money
superseded the exaction of personal service, the lord could
no longer cultivate his demesne with compulsory labour.
The first expedient adopted was to employ hired labourers
with the money received from the tenants, yet subsequently
this ceased to be practicable. The high price of labour is
usually attributed to the Black Death, but this overlooks
the fact that wages had been rising for a generation before
the plague swept over England. At the manor of Great Tey,
in Essex7, the tenant paid a penny apiece for autumn works
and a halfpenny for winter works, while the labourer who
supplied his place received three halfpence ; and during the
reign of Edward II. wages rose 10 per cent.8 Owing to this
upward movement, due to earlier pestilences and the rise in
prices9, the pecuniary compensation obtained by the land-
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